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an old man in years, but still, I am glad to say, in good health
and fully prepared to devote myself for some time to come
to the interests and welfare of the Society, and to a subject
with which we all here to-night are so closely connected.

Circumstances have been such that I could not well have
taken my departure sooner. In the first place, I felt it my
duty to be loyal to my old and esteemed colleague, Dr. Head,
and so long as he kept in harness I was bound to bear with
him the burden of the work.

Owing to his health mostly, and also to his official duties,
Dr. Head resigned in 1895, and his place was then filled by
Professor Hapson. I then thought there was a chance of my
being able, after so many years, to give up the post, but fate
determined otherwise, for Professor Rapson's tenure of office
was suddenly brought to a close by his transference to Cam-
bridge. Under the circumstances I did not like to desert our
late President/, for whom I had, and shall always have, the
highest esteem and regard. I hope, therefore, you will
forgive me for having blocked the way for so many years.

In my successor, Mr. Allan, if you elect him this evening,
you will find a very capable man, and one who, I am sure,
will perform his duties satisfactorily and efficiently. Mr.
Allan will bring into his work the vigour of youth, which is
always beneficial to an old Society like ours. For my own
part, I think that the Council haye done well in nominating
Mr. Allan, as it is important that one of the Secretaries
should be in close touch with the Department of Coins and
Medals, and if possible a member of that staff. Those in
the Museum are in daily correspondence with numismatists
outside the country, and it is greatly due to this circum-
stance that the contributions to the Chronicle, which are
so catholic in their character, have been kept up to so high a
standard. It is also important to the editors of the Chronicle
that they should be in direct relation with the Museum
officials; and, from my own experience, it is only in this-